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The Division of Health Care Financing 

and Policy  



Guidance for Children with Autism 

Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 
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 July 7, 2014 – CMS released guidance on ASD 

    http://www.medicaid.gov/Federal-Policy-Guidance/Downloads/CIB-07-07-

14.pdf 

 

Coverage of comprehensive services for children with ASD 
under Medicaid State Plan authority.  

 

  Coverage must include an evidence based behavioral 
intervention benefit.   

 

No time frame, expectation that States must move 
expeditiously.   
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Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) 
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Applied Behavior Analysis  

 

    “Is the design, implementation and evaluation of 

environmental modifications using behavioral stimuli and 

consequences to produce meaningful changes in human 

behavior.” 

  
Behavior Analyst Certification Board (2014). Practice Guidelines for Healthcare Funders and Managers.  

http://www.bacb.com/Downloadfiles/ABA_Guidelines_for_ASD.pdf 

 

 

http://www.bacb.com/Downloadfiles/ABA_Guidelines_for_ASD.pdf


Commonly Used Acronyms  
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Applied Behavior Analysis    ABA 

Autism Spectrum Disorder    ASD 

Behavior Analyst Certification Board   BACB 

Board Certified Behavior Analyst   BCBA 

Board Certified Assistant Behavior Analyst  BCaBA 

Certified Autism Behavior Interventionist  CABI 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services  CMS 

Early Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment EPSDT 

Registered Behavior Technician   RBT 

State Plan Amendment     SPA 

 

 

 



Medical Coverage Policy Development 
DHCFP has taken the following steps: 

 Held three workshops to gain stakeholder input on medical 
coverage policy, provider qualifications, and billing codes; 

  September 15, 2014 

November 13th, 2014 (South), November 18, 2014 (North) 

December 10th, 2014 

March 16th, 2015 workshop scheduled for Rates 

 

 Worked with sister agency to gain ATAP criteria; and 

 

 Obtained copyright permission from the Behavior Analyst 
Certification Board to use the BACB guidelines.  
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 Medical Coverage Criteria Highlights 

 Recipients must be under 21 years of age; 

 Have an established supporting diagnosis of ASD, and medical 

necessity; 

 Exhibits excesses and/or deficits in behavior that impedes access 

to age appropriate home or community activities; 

 Services are rendered in accordance with an individual’s treatment 

plan with realistic and obtainable goals; 

 Reasonable expectation individual will improve, or maintain to the 

maximum extent practical functional gains; 

 Evidence based assessment criteria and individual test results; and  

 Must be prior authorized. 
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Non Covered Services Highlights 
 Services which do not meet medical necessity criteria; 

 Services used to reimburse parent/guardian for participation in 

the treatment plan; 

 Services rendered by the parent/guardian; 

 Services that are duplicative under an Individual Family Service 

Plan (IFSP) or an Individual Education Plan (IEP); 

 Vocational, recreational, respite, child care, education, equine 

therapy; 

 Care coordination billed independently of direct services; and 

 ABA cannot be reimbursed on the same day as other rehabilitative 

mental health services. 
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Billing Codes 

CPT Category III Codes 

  Assessments 

 

Adaptive Behavior Treatment (Individual) 

 

Adaptive Behavior Treatment (Group) 

  

Adaptive Behavior Treatment (Family) without child present 

 

Adaptive Behavior Treatment (Family) with child present 
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Physician & Psychologist Services 

Currently Covered Under EPSDT 

Covered Services Examples 
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 Screening 

 Diagnostic 

 Evaluation 

 Neurological Testing 

 Ages and Stages 

Questionnaires (ASQ) 

 Modified Checklist for 

Autism in Toddlers (MCHAT) 

 Autism Diagnostic 

Observation Schedule 

(ADOS) 

A recommended list of screens may be found at 
http://www.medicalhomeinfo.org/downloads/pdfs/DPIPscreeningtoolgrid.pdf 
 
 

http://www.medicalhomeinfo.org/downloads/pdfs/DPIPscreeningtoolgrid.pdf


ABA Provider Qualifications 
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The data for current provider access is reported from the Nevada State Board of Psychological Examiners for Licensed BCBAs, Licensed 

BCaBAs and CABIs. Licensing/Certification occurs three times per year, as a result some of the decrease in providers is associated with 

renewals; an increase is anticipated with the State exam in March. Due to the fact there is no specialty category to identify Licensed 

Psychologists providing ABA services, Psychologists are not represented on the chart. RBT Data is reported from the  Behavior Analyst 

Certification Board Registry;  http://www.bacb.com/index.php.  The Provider to Recipient ratio ranges from 16:1 to 24:1 depending on the 

treatment complexity “Applied Behavior Analysis Treatment of Autism Spectrum Disorder: Practice Guidelines for Healthcare Funders and  

Managers (2nd ed.)” 

 

http://www.bacb.com/index.php
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Approximately 6,000 Nevada  children have been diagnosed with Autism.  ATAP reports approximately 30% are 

eligible for Medicaid.  



DHCFP Upcoming Activities 
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March 2015  

• Policy SPA  Draft- Review 
with CMS 

 

• Policy SPA Draft – Internal 
Clearance 

 

• Rates - Workshop 

 

• EPSDT Screening Web 
Announcement 

April 2015  

• Outreach -  Quarterly 
Newsletter 

 

• Rates – Draft Rates SPA 

 

May 2015 

• Rates SPA Draft – Send to 
CMS for Review 

 

• Forms Development – Prior 
Authorization  
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National Progress  
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Green indicates SPA “Approved”. 

Orange indicates SPA “Pending Approval”. 

Yellow indicates SPA development “In Process”. 
 

 



ABA Webpage 
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https://dhcfp.nv.gov/ABA.htm 

 

https://dhcfp.nv.gov/ABA.htm


ABAServices@dhcfp.nv.gov 

Shannon Sprout 

DHCFP, Social Services Program Specialist III 

shannon.sprout@dhcfp.nv.gov 
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Questions? 

mailto:ABAServices@dhcfp.nv.gov

